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Today, in the twenty-first century, governments across the globe are attacking science and 
independent scientific thinking.  This includes political leaders in the United States, United 
Kingdom, Australia, Russia, Hungary, China, India, Japan, South Africa, Brazil, Colombia, 
and Mexico.  Astoundingly, most of these countries used to be powerful science supporters; 
but now science is under attack by some of the leaders of those very same states. 
 
This is an anti-intellectual offensive that weakens scientific institutions and public 
understanding of the natural world, and also casts doubt on the credibility of scientists 
themselves.  And, both institutions and scientists are being pushed into a corner by 
reductions or complete withdrawals of financial support, and as a result, scientific 
research, the quest for new knowledge, and public education are being stifled.   
 
In the midst of the worst combination of health, economic, social, and environmental 
crises in a century, the leaders of some of those nations do the unthinkable—spread 
misleading and false information that confuses people about our most pressing global 
threats, such as the Covid-19 pandemic, which has already infected 40 million people and 
killed over a million worldwide.  The same is true with global warming—with 2019 and 
2020 being two of the hottest years in recorded history. This year, 8,000 fires have burned 
two million hectares in California alone, Hundreds of fires above the remote Arctic Circle 
have emitted 244 million tons of carbon dioxide, and 30,000 fires ravaged millions of 
hectares of tropical forests in the Amazon.  Meanwhile, coastal cities around the world are 
preparing for an inexorable rise in sea level that threatens to drown them.  Not to mention 
loss of ecosystems and biodiversity—your planet’s wildlife populations have plummeted by 
68% since 1970.  Our relationship with nature is broken and we are seeing the 
consequences. 
 
This assault on science is escalating as the momentous U.S. presidential election 
approaches, with global consequences.  On November 3rd, Americans will choose whether 
or not to reelect Donald Trump—the world’s prime climate change denier, and probably 
the planet’s most erratic head of state in handling the coronavirus pandemic.  The 
president that mocks his foremost Covid-19 adviser and head of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Anthony Fauci, while U.S. infection rates climb rapidly 
toward nine million people and 220,000 have already died.   
 
Mr. Trump demolished U.S. public policies and institutions needed to curb global 
warming, turned the Environmental Protection Agency into an environmental executioner, 
and halted financial contributions to the Green Climate Fund.  He is also pulling his 
country out of the Paris Agreement on climate change, despite the U.S. being the second-
largest greenhouse gas emitter after China.   
 
Over the last two weeks, in unprecedented moves, some of the world’s most prestigious 
scientific journals—Scientific American, Nature, The New England Journal of Medicine, 
The Lancet Oncology, and Science—condemned President Trump´s science record.  And 
for the first time in their history, four of these scientific journals publicly endorsed a U.S. 
presidential candidate, Joe Biden.  A bold move given that, traditionally, scientific 
publications—and scientists for that matter—do not openly support a particular candidate 



nor engage in political campaigns.  Not anymore.  As Nature put it: “Science and politics 
are inseparable.  Science and politics have always depended on each other.” 
 
You might ask yourself: what can we, as citizens can do in the face of these attacks on 
science?  At the very least we should ask whether we should elect politicians who make 
decisions based on scientific evidence or on their personal political interests.  We are 
talking about decisions on crucial issues for society and humanity, decisions on public 
health and the environment, decisions that compromise our own health and survival, 
decisions that affect you and your children and your grandchildren.  The next time any 
politician asks for our vote, we should ask about their position on science and the 
environment, and let them know that we intend to hold them accountable for those 
promises.  
 
Governments must stop dismantling scientific institutions.  They must stop spreading false 
claims about the world´s most pressing crises.  They must halt their attacks on knowledge 
and scientists.  Let’s work together for a safer and healthier future for all.  
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